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entrusted both equally with her defence. A union of both was necessary for this purpose. Distinctions of this kind were illiberal, and for a man to boast or be proud of his religion was absurd. It was a circumstance in which he had no merit; he was the one or the other because his parents were so before him, and it was determined for him before he had a choice. Any man might fairly pride himself upon being just and honest, but not on his religion. If they followed the doctrines of the one or the other they would be good and upright. I then told them that they, like everybody else, must have heard the reports of disturbances and of risings which were said to be about to take place; that I did not see much reason to apprehend them; I had everywhere observed the people to be perfectly tranquil, but that it appeared that much pains were taken by ill-disposed persons to excite alarm, and to make every person jealous of his neighbour; that people had even gone so far as to say that amongst them were many ready to join the enemy. I could give no faith to such reports; their conduct did not entitle me to pay them so bad a compliment as to suspect them of such villainy. Every man had been taught from his cradle to look upon any one who joined the enemies of his country as a traitor and a villain. I had no thoughts that they were such: and in spite of every report, I was convinced that they would do their duty when called on in support of the laws of their country, either against a foreign enemy or against whoever might be wicked enough to attempt to overturn them.
I said that I was as much at my ease amongst them as I ever had been amongst any soldiers whatever. Amongst so large a number bad men might no doubt be found, but the majority were, I was convinced, good. Let these therefore not listen to or trouble themselves with idle rumours, but determine solely to do their duty. By this means they would probably prevent all internal rising or commotion, and undoubtedly repel invasion if attempted, and beat their enemies as their countrymen had ever done before them. If they failed, they would still have the satisfaction of having